
 

May 20, 1830 

• Native Americans 
– Indian Removal 
Act forced all 
eastern Native 
Americans tribes to 
move to new lands 
west of the 
Mississippi. This 
resulted in the “Trail 
of Tears” and lead to 
the death of 
thousands of Native 
Americans. 

January 1, 1863 

• African 
Americans –
Emancipation 
Proclamation –
Freed African 
American slaves in 
confederate states. 

January 31, 1865 

• African 
Americans –
Thirteenth 
Amendment –
Ended slavery 
throughout the 
United States. 

May 6, 1882 

•Chinese 
Americans – The 
Chinese Exclusion 
Act limited 
immigration until 
the 1940s.
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February 8, 1887 

• Native Americans 
– Dawes Act –
provided that 
individual families 
be provided with 
reservation lands. 
The result was a 
large-scale land 
sale to Whites 
which reduced the 
remaining 140 
million acres of 
Indian lands to 50 
million acres by 
the 1930s.

May 18, 1896 

• African 
Americans –
Plessy v Ferguson
decision gave 
Whites legal 
support to enforce 
ideas of White 
supremacy and the 
separation of races 
and also enabled 
law enforcement 
officials to take 
action against 
African 
Americans who 
sought basic 
services now 
reserved for 
Whites.

June 18, 1934 

•Native Americans –
Indian Reorganization 
Act –Resulting from 
Native American desire 
for new policies, the 
Act was intended to 
establish Indian civil 
and cultural rights, 
allow for semi-
autonomous tribal 
governments, and foster 
better economic 
development on 
reservations. But many 
Native Americans 
believed the Act 
violated their 
sovereignty and thought 
it gave too much power 
to the secretary of the 
interior.

February 19, 
1942 

• Japanese 
Americans –
President Roosevelt 
issued Executive 
Order 9066 and was 
upheld by the 
Supreme Court. The 
order required that 
all Japanese from the 
West Coast be 
rounded up and 
placed in camps due 
to fears of Japanese 
Americans after the 
attack on Pearl 
Harbor.

September 11, 
2001 

• Arab Americans 
– The attacks on 
the World Trade 
Center buildings 
in New York City 
resulted in 
negative feelings 
towards Arabs 
because of the 
Middle Eastern 
background of the 
terrorists.


